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It is with: great reluéance. this houfe confent to ftrike out.of the bill the teft to the difaffelted ;
their incapacity, on refafal to take ity to hold offices; and the power invefted in the general
court to order their departure from this ftate, 1f adjudged dangerous to refide among us.

We appeehend that we now give you the ftrongett evidence of our defire to obtain the bill on
the beft'terms your honours will pleale to grant; nor cap we think your honours had any rea-.
fonable grounds to conclude, from any thing in our meflage, a determination in this houfe to-re-
je€t the bill, unlefs you confented to thofe parts in which we differcd in opinion.  We are not
to learn your honours power over our bills, and flatter ourfelves that it will never be exerted to
prevent any ufeful and neceflary regulacion, and that your honours wiil ever afford every effectu-
al fecurity to our new government. '

We are not convinced by your honours argament, that a teft to difcover the political principles
of our internal enemies, is either improper or contrary to the {pirit of the declaration of rights.

e THall refer the difquifition of this fubjeét to future confideration, with only remarking, that
the bill does not, by the teft propofed, appeal to the confcience to-difcover the political prinei-
ples of the owner *¢ in order to lay the foundation of a profecution, or for the purpofe of inflict-
ing pains and penalties,” but folely to preleive the ftate from injury, and to prevent the fecret
encmy, by art and cunning, from working our deftrtu&ion.  There is no punifhment, no pain
or penalty infli¢ted by the bill on the covert foe, even when difcovered. If he refules to take
the teft, he is to give fecurity for his appearance at the court of his county, and in the mean
time to behave well. If he refufes the teft in court, he is difqualified to hold an office. Itis
provided by the bill, that if the county court fhall think him a dangerous man to rifide among
us, he is to appear before the general court, who are invefted with a power, if they fhall adjudge
 his refidence among us attended with danger to the fate, to order his departure, taking his pro-
perty with him. We think. it unneceflary to infert your propofed power to a juftice to arreft the
difaffe@ted, as the only fecurity for his good condu&t is to be a-bond, which former experience
has proved to be but little fecurity to the ftate. We have to propofe to.your honours, that every
miniftér, public teacher, or preacher of the gofpel, and all officers in the land or fea fervice, or
in the'militia of this ftate, be required to take the oath or affirmation of fidelity in the bill, and -
alfo that all peifons rightfully -continuing in office, as the commifioners of towns, teachers, vi- -
fitors, or truftees of public or county fchools, and the menibers of the corporation of Annapolis,
take the fame oath or affirmation within ‘three months, or be difqualified, and their places fup-
plied agrceable to their reipective inftitutions. '

Your amendments relative the perfons who deferted the defence of this country, and non-aflo-
ciators, remain only to be confidered. We are apprehenfive that on this fubje¢t we are mifun~
derftood by your honours. By the bill, the firft were not only incapacitated to hold any office
in this ftate, but alfo prevented from evef returning, under the penalty of imprifonment tor life.
Your honours by your firft amendment propofed, that unlefs fuch perfons returned during the
war,-aid fubfcribed the affociation within' ten days thereafter; - they fhould be incapable to hold
any office of truft or profit in“this ftate. This amendment was Teje€ted, and this houfe adhered -
to their'bill, with a propofition of aHowing: nine months:for fuch abfentees to return and take -
theé oath'of fidelity in the bill,  It-is not the intention-of . this - houfe that thofe deferters - of their -
country fhould ever retarn; unlefs-within the' time now agreed on. We agree to the time of -
thieit flight and the tweélve months allowed for their return, and we alfo confent to lengthen the-
time for non-aflociators to the firft'of Auguft: The bill will be carreéted agreeable to the amend-
ments now agreed to, on' your honours an{wer- relative to abientees, and to our propofition to.
require the cath of fidefity in the bill to-be taken by: the-perfons propofed and above-enumerated.

- . By order, G. DUVALL, cl: ho, dels

The faid meflage,- with the bilt' to which: it relates,: was fent to the fenate by:Me, -Hal and.

Mr. Lethfbury.
: Adjourned till 3.0’clock.:
P OST M E R 1 DTIE M

The Houfé met. Mit. Benfon has leave of abfence. : .

Ohn'a fecond reading tht' meffaze- which accompanied the” bill, entitled, An a& to eftablifh a-
board of commiffioners to fuperintend the marine department, &c. OrDERED, That a meflage:
be prepared in anfwer thereta, ‘ ‘

The following meflage being prepared; was fent-t the fenate; with the bill, by Mzt. Brice and-
MP! C‘fabb.' ‘ ' ’

By th¢ HOUSE of DELEGATES, April 17, 1777.

..Muy it pleafc your honours,

W E have confidered the meifage attending' your negative to the bill, entitled, An a& to
eftablith a board of commiffioners to-fuperintend the marine department, &c. We are willing:
te circumfcribe and lintit any powers your honours may. think too extenfive, which will provide-
againft the expence you are apprehenfive will attend the powers given by our bill. The propriety

of



